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PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 121.0001-00000 
Customer No. 22882 

CENTRAL PAX SgWfgR 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

NOV 1 5 2005 



In re U.S. Patent of: 

John L Shipp et al. 

Patent No.: 6,958,069 

Issue Date: October 25, 2005 

For INSTRUMENTS AND METHODS 

FOR USE IN LAPAROSCOPIC 

SURGERY 



(Serial No.: 10/047,122) 
(Filed: January 15, 2002) 



Certificate of Correction Branch 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir. 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 254 and 37 C.F.R. § 1 .322, this Is a request for the 
issuance of a Certificate of Correction in the above-identified parent. Two (2) copies of 
PTO Form 1050 are appended. The complete Certificate of Correction involves one 
(1) page. 

The mistakes identified in the appended Form occurred through the fault of the 
Patent Office, as clearly disclosed by the records of the application which matured into 
this patent, and as evidenced in the attached copies of the following documents: 

1 . Page 2 of Amendment dated January 25, 2005, showing the correct language of 
issued claim 6 (pending claim 10); 

2. Page 4 of Amendment dated January 25, 2005, showing the correct language of 
issued claim 19 (pending claim 26); 

3. Page 5 of Amendment dated January 25, 2005, showing the correct language of 
issued claim 27 (pending claim 35); 

4. Pages 6 and 7 of Amendment dated January 25, 2005, showing the correct 
language of issued claim 37 (pending claim 39) and issued claim 49 (pending 
claim 43); 

5. Page 9 of Amendment dated January 25, 2005, showing the correct language of 
issued claim 70 (pending claim 64; 
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6. Page 10 of Amendment dated January 25, 2005, showing the correct language 
of Issued claim 74 (pending claim 68) and issued claim 73 (pending claim 72); 



7. Pages 12 and 13 of Amendment dated January 25, 2005, showing the correct 
language of issued claim 46 (pending claim 105). issued claim 53 (pending claim 
110); issued claim 54 (pending claim 111), issued claim 55 (pending claim 112), 
and issued claim 84 (pending claim 116). 



Issuance of the Certificate of Correction containing the correction is earnestly 



and 



requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MARTIN & FERRARO, LLP 



Dated : November 15. 2005 




Thomas H. Martin 
Registration No. 34,383 



1557 Lake O'Pines Street, NE 
Hartville, Ohio 44632 
Telephone: (330) 877-0700 
Facsimile: (330)877-2030 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO: 

DATED: 

INVENTOR: 



6,958,069 
October 25, 2005 
John I, Shipp et al. 



It is hereby certified that an error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters 
Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

commnlQ, ling 

Change "steps" to — step — . 

Column 11, line QO: 

Change "to insert" to - to be inserted 

Column 12. line 21 : 

Change "moving" to - removing 

Column 13: 

Lines 2 and 3: rewrite as follows: 

-animal or human body cavity, the extractor comprising: 

a body having a leading end. a trailing end, a longitudinal axis,-. 
Line 42: after "dilator* to - to move 
Line 55: change "position" to - position. 
Line 57: change "a" to - the — . 

Column 14 : 

Line 5: delete "and". 

Line 9: after "end" insert - of 

Line 14: delete V. 

Column 15 : 

Line 26: change u a M to — at — . 

Line 40: after "having" insert - a -. 

Line 41 : change "expended" to — expanded — . 

Column 16 : 

Line 10: change "an" to — and — . 
Line 39: change "bite" to - bile 



Mailing Address of Savin- PATENT NO. 6 

Manin & Ferraio, LLP No. of add'l copies 

I 537 Lake OTincs Street, NE @ 30f par page 
Hartvaie,Ohio 44632 



FORM PTO 1050 (Rev.2-03) 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO: 6,958,069 
DATED: October 25, 2005 

INVENTOR: John I. Shipp et al. 

It is hereby certified that an error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters 
Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 10, line 65 : 
Change -steps" to - step -. 

Column 11 . line 60 : 

Change "to insert" to - to be inserted 

Column 12. line 21 : 

Change "moving" to - removing 

Column 13 : 

Lines 2 and 3: rewrite as follows: 

-animal or human body cavity, the extractor comprising: 

a body having a leading end, a trailing end, a longitudinal axis,-. 
Line 42: after "dilator" to - to move 
Line 55: change "position" to - position. 
Line 57: change "a" to -the-. 



Column 14 : 

Line 5: delete "and". 

Line 9: after *end n insert - of 

Line 14: deleted. 



Column 15 : 

Line 26: change "a* to - at 

Line 40: after "having" insert — a --. 

Line 41 : change •expended" to - expanded • 

ColqmMfr 

Line 10: change "an" to - and 
Line 39: change "bite" to -bile-. 



Mailing Address of Sender. PATENT NO. 6.95&.063 

Martin & Fcrrsro, LLP No. of addl copies 

1557 Lake O 'Pines Sired, NE @ 50£ per page 

HmtviUe, Ohio 44632 



FORM PTO l050(Ucv.2-93) 
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Application No. 10/047,122 
Amendment dated January 25, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of August 16, 2004 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-5. (cancelled). 

6. (previously presented) A method for aspirating material from an animal or human 
body cavity, the method comprising the steps of: 

inserting an instrument adapted to manipulate the tissue through the body 

cavity, the instrument having a passage therein; 

suctioning fluid from the tissue through the passage of the instrument; and 
dilating the cavity to remove tissue that is unable to fit completely within a 

cannula without substantial compression of the tissue. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of grasping the 
tissue with the instrument to remove the tissue from the cavity. 

8. (original) The method of claim 6 t further comprising the step of treating the tissue 
to at least partially dissolve the tissue or any contents in the tissue. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the treating step includes the sub-step 
of treating the tissue with methyl tert-butyl ether. 

^||^§||||iginal) The method of claim 6, further comprising th^g^^f inserting a 
cannula into the cavity, the cannula having a lumen adapted to accept the 
instrument. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 8 f wherein the treating step is performed through 

the passage of the instrument. 
Claim 12. (cancelled). 

13. (previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the dilating step is 
performed by the instrument. 
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23. (original) The method of claim 18, wherein the leading end of the dilator includes 
a draw cable for drawing in the leading end of the dilator, further comprising the 
step of pulling the draw cable to draw in the leading end of the dilator. 

Claim 24. (cancelled). 

25. (original) The method of claim 18, wherein the step of inserting the cannula 

includes inserting a cannula having a maximum diameter in the range of 3 mm to 
5 mm. 

I^^^^gpviously presented) A surgical tool set for removing tissue from an animal or 
human body cavity, said tool set comprising: 

a surgical extractor dilator having a leading end, a trailing end, a length 
therebetween, and a lumen between the leading and trailing ends, said leading 
end having a dilator movable between an unexpanded position and an expanded 
position; 

a grasper insertable within said lumen of said surgical extractor dilator, 
said grasper having a leading end with grasping surfaces, a trailing end with a 
handle, and a lumen between the leading and trailing ends, said lumen of said 
grasper adapted to permit the passage of a surgical instrument therethrough, 
said grasper having a length greater than the length of said surgical extractor 
dilator; and 

an elongated needle adapted ^^^^p^within said lumen of said 
grasper, said needle having a length sufficient to extend l>eyond a distal end of 
said grasper. 
Claim 27. (cancelled). 

28. (previously presented) The surgical tool set of claim 26, wherein said needle is 
adapted to be connected to a syringe. 

29. (previously presented) The surgical tool set of claim 26, wherein said needle is 
adapted to be connected to an aspirator. 
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30. (original) The surgical tool set of claim 26 t further comprising a cannula for 
providing protected access to a surgical site, said cannula having a leading end, 
a trailing end, a length therebetween, and a lumen between the leading and 
trailing ends adapted to permit passage of said surgical extractor dilator 
therethrough. 

31 . (original) The surgical tool set of claim 30, wherein said cannula has a maximum 
outer diameter less than 10 mm. 

32. (original) The surgical tool set of claim 31, wherein said cannula has a maximum 
outer diameter in the range of 3 mm to 5 mm. 

33. (original) The surgical tool set of daim 26, further comprising at least one seal 
oriented within said lumen of said surgical extractor dilate r configured to permit 
the passage of said grasper therethrough while inhibiting a loss of pressure from 
within the body cavity after said surgical extractor dilator is inserted in the patient. 

34. (original) The surgical tool set of claim 33, wherein said at least one seal has a 
through-hole smaller than the maximum cross sectional cimension of said 
grasper. 

^^l^^-eviously presented) A surgical extractor fc ^^^^^ issue from an animal or 
human body cavity, the extractor comprising: 

a body having a leading end, a trailing end, a longitudinal axis, and a 
lumen between said leading and trailing ends; 

a dilator at the leading end of said body being movable between an 
unexpanded position and an expanded position, said dilator having an inner 
surface; and 

tissue retaining protrusions on said inner surface cf said dilator, said 
tissue retaining protrusions being uniformly spaced arourd the longitudinal axis 
of said body and being configured to generally point towards said trailing end of 
said body when said dilator is in the expanded position. 
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36. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 35, wherein said tissue retaining 

protrusions are teeth. 
Claim 37. (cancelled). 

38. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 35, wherein said tissue retaining 

protrusions are spaced substantially about the entire area of said inner surface. 
S^^^^feviouslv presented) A surgical extractor for removing tissue from an animal or 
human body cavity, the extractor jjjlS&pgffi 

|§^^§||l§fcng a leading end, a trailing end, a longitudinal axis, and a 
lumen between said leading and trailing ends; 

a dilator at the leading end of said body being movable between an 
unexpanded position and an expanded position, said dilator having an inner 
surface, said dilator including a cell migration barrier formed between at least two 
different materials; and 

tissue retaining protrusions on said inner surface of said dilator, said 
tissue retaining protrusions being uniformly spaced around the longitudinal axis 
of said body. 

40. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 39, wherein one of said materials is 
PTFE. 

41 . (original) The surgical extractor of claim 39, wherein one of said materials is 
polyester. 

42. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 35, wherein said dilator includes a 
memory element configured to expand said dilator from the unexpanded position 
to the expanded position. 

IteBBllfe reviously presented) A surgical extractor for removing tissue from an animal or 
human body cavity, the extractor comprising: 

a body having a leading end, a trailing end, a longitudinal axis, and a 
lumen between said leading and trailing ends; 
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a dilator at the leading end of said body being moveable between an 
unexpanded position and an expanded ^^^^Paid dilator having an inner 
surface and a memory element configured to expand said dilator from the 
unexpanded posrtion^SH^P^nded position, said memory element being 
along a circumference of said dilator; and 

tissue retaining protrusions on said inner surface of said dilator, said 
tissue retaining protrusions being uniformly spaced around the longitudinal axis 
of said body. 

44. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 43, wherein said memory element is 
positioned at a leading end of said dilator. 

45. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 42, wherein said dilator includes memory 
elements parallel to the longitudinal axis when said dilator is in the unexpanded 
position. 

46. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 42, wherein said memory element is 
adapted to expand said leading end of said dilator to an single of at least 10 
degrees from the longitudinal axis of said surgical extractor. 

47. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 42, wherein said memory element is 
adapted to expand said leading end of said dilator to an angle of at least 20 
degrees from the longitudinal axis of said body. 

48. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 35, further comprising a retainer around 
at least a portion of said dilator for maintaining said dilator in the unexpanded 
position, said retainer being adapted to be removed from said dilator, thereby 
allowing said dilator to move to the expanded position. 

49. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 35, wherein said dilator has a maximum 
diameter in the range of 3 mm to 5 mm in the unexpanded position. 

50. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 35, wherein said tissue retaining 
protrusions are formed from a memory element. 
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a retainer for restricting said dilator in the unexpanded position, said 
retainer being adapted to be removed from said dilator, thereby allowing said 
dilator to move to the expanded position, said retainer Including a grip proximate 
said trailing end of said body for peeling open said retainer. 

59. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 58, wherein said retainer comprises a 
polyurethane film. 

Claim 60. (cancelled)* 

61 . (original) A surgical extractor for removing tissue from an animal or human body 
cavity of a patient, the extractor comprising; 

a body having a leading end, a trailing end, a longitudinal axis, and a 
lumen between said leading and trailing ends; 

a dilator at the leading end of said body being movable between an 
unexpanded position and an expanded position, said dilator having a leading 
end; 

a cover at the leading end of said dilator adapted to capture the tissue 
prior to the extraction thereof from the patient; and 

a draw cable running through said lumen of said body, and having at least 
one loop at the leading end of said cover, said draw cabte being adapted to draw 
In said cover upon moving said draw cable away from the trailing end of said 
body. 

62. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 61 , wherein said cover Includes a hem 
enclosing at least a portion of said draw cable. 

63. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 61 , wherein said draw cable Is adapted 
to run from said cover through said lumen of said body and lie beyond said 
trailing end of said body. 

^^^^rigtnal) The surgical extractor of claim 61, wherein said cover has a perimeter 
and a distal end of said draw cable is adapted to circumscribe the perimeter of 
said cover to form^^^^^st one loop. 
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65. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 64, wherein said draw cable is adapted 
to form a plurality of loops around the perimeter of said cover. 

66. (original) The surgical extractor of claim 61 , wherein said cover is made from a 
breathable material. 

67. (previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 61 , wherein said cover is 
watertight. 

3iPflll|5riginal) A method for removing tissue from an animal or human body cavity, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

inserting a cannula into the cavity; 

inserting a dilator into the cannula, the dilator having a leading end with a 
cover attached thereto t the cover^^^ B ^^ cable adapted to draw in the 
cover; 

expanding the leading end of the dilator to an tg^ jj^QWrtion; 
moving the tissue into the dilator; and 
drawing the draw cable. 

69. (original) The method of claim 68, wherein the drawing step includes the step of 
drawing the draw cable to draw in the cover while the tissue is within the cavity. 

70. (original) The method of claim 68, further comprising the step of dilating the 
cavity to remove the tissue. 

71 . (original) The method of claim 68, further comprising the steps of inserting a 
grasper through the cannula and grasping the tissue with the grasper to remove 
the tissue from the cavity. 

|ggg|j^riginal) The method of claim 68, wherein the draw cable has a distal end 

attached to the^|g||| |f§j$ proximal end lying outside the cannula, the pulling 
step including the sub-step of pulling the proximal end of the draw cable to draw 
in the cover. 
Claims 73-88. (cancelled). 



- 10- 

PAGE 12/14 ' RCVD AT 1 1115/2005 12:03:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVfcUSPTO-EFXRF-6/34 ' DNJS:2738300 * CSID:3308772030 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-2fr 



NOV 1 7 WW 



11-15-2005 12:14 F r ora-MART I N4FERRAROLLP 



3308772030 



T-486 P. 013/014 F-146 



Application No. 10/047,122 
Amendment dated January 25, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of August 16, 2004 



1 03. (previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 1 01 , wherein said memory 
element is adapted to expand said leading end of said dilator to an angle of at 
least 10 degrees from the longitudinal axis of said surgical extractor. 

1 04. (previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 1 01 , wherein said memory 
element is adapted to expand said leading end of said ditator to an angle of at 
least 20 degrees from the longitudinal axis of said body. 

IlBl^eviously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 39, further comprising a 

retainer around at least a portion of said dilator for maintaining said dilator in the 
unexpended position, said retainer being adapted to be removed from said 
dilator, thereby allowing said dilatq^^^^fo the expanded position. 

106. (previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 39, wherein said dilator 
has a maximum diameter in the range of 3 mm to 5 mm in the unexpanded 
position. 

1 07. (previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 39, wherein said tissue 
retaining protrusions are formed from a memory element. 

1 08. (previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 43, wherein said tissue 
retaining protrusions are teeth. 

1 09. (previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 43, wherein said tissue 
retaining protrusions are spaced substantially about the entire area of said inner 
surface. 

fBS^IIpreviously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 43, wherein said memory 
element is adapted to ^^^^^^leadlng end of said dilator to an angle of at 
. least 10 degrees from the longitudinal axis of said surgical extractor. 
000>k>rev\ou$\v presented) The surgical extractor of claim 43, wherein said memory 
element is adapted to expand said leading^^^^^^clilator to an angle of at 
least 20 degrees from the longitudinal axis of said body. 
^|^ll§previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 43, further comprising a 

retainer around at least a portion of said dilator for maintaining said dilator In the> 



-12- 

PAGE 13/14 * RCVD AT 1 1/15/2D05 12:03:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/34 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:3308772030 ^ DURATION (mm-ss):03-20 

NOV 17 2085 



11-15-2005 12:15 



F rora-MART I N&FERRAROLLP 



3308772030 



T-486 P. 014/014 F-14B 



Application No. 10/047,122 
Amendment dated January 25, 2005 
Reply to Office Astion of August 16, 2004 



unexpanded^^^^^^^^retainer being adapted to be removed from said 
dilator, thereby allowing said dilator to move to the expanded position. 

113. (previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 43, wherein said dilator 
has a maximum diameter in the range of 3 mm to 5 mm in the unexpanded 
position. 

114. (previously presented) The surgical extractor of claim 43, wherein said tissue 
retaining protrusions are formed from a memory element. 

115. (previously presented) The method of claim 89, wherein the step of inserting the 
cannula includes inserting a cannula having a maximum diameter in the range of 
3 mm to 5 mm* 

^m^reviously presented) The method of claim 89, wherein the step of suctioning 
includes the step of suctionin^^br other material from a gall bladder. 
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